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Sl Appear at your Lordſhips Bar, by your Permiſſion, to be 
| NI heard in my owiz Perfon, againſt that Part of the Bill, now 
M depending before your Lordſhips, which affects myſelf. 
II I have been long confin'd, by Order of the Houſe of 
Commons, under whoſe Diſpleaſure I am unhappily fallen, for 
want, perhaps, of proper Talents to explain and ſupport my own 
Innocence ; for which Reaſon I wiſh your Lordſhips would have 
indulg'd me ſo far, as to have heard me by my Council in the uſual man- 
ner, in a Cauſe where my Property, my Liberty, and, for ought I know, 
my Life may be concern d. | | . 

I muſt own, My Lords, I come very ill prepar'd to make my De- 
fence againſt ſuch Parts of this long and perplex d Bill as ſeem to re- 
late to me: It hath receiv'd ſo many Alterations in the tediou: Paſ- 
ſage it made through the other Houſe, that it was impoſſible to 
learn how far I was affected by it, till it was paſt; and it hath 
made ſo quick a Progreſs in this Houſe, that I have ſcarce been able 
to get a Copy of it, before I am brought before your Lordſhips to 
make my Defence againſt it. 5 1 «<1 

It was ſome Surprize to me, My Lords, after what had paſs d in 
8 ogg of r and ee. a Bill had been order d, and was 
brought in, to make me diſcover my Effects, and to reſtrain me from going 
out of the Kingdom ; I ſay, it was ſome Surprize 988 to find myſelf 
tranſlated all on a ſudden into this * the Directors, * 
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| | n 
the xew-faſbion'd Term of Conſolidation, without any new Offence gi- 
ven, or Cauſe aſſign'd, that is fit to be mention'd in this Place. 
However, My Lords, I now find my ſelf tacł d to them and their 
unhappy Fate. | 


My Lords, it concerns me much to know the Cauſe of this ex- 


traordinary Proceeding , the Reaſons. of theſe cruel and new- in- 
vented Punifhments, and the Facts that are to make out the Crimes 
alledg'd againſt me in the Preamble of this Bill. 

I have carefully perus'd and examin'd it, and enquir'd into all the 
Steps it has taken ſince I was heard in my Place in the Houſe of 
Commons againſt a Charge. contain'd in the Report of the- Decret 
Committee, and I find nothing but what is new and extraordinary 
throughout the whole. I was heard, my Lords, I ſay upon the 
Report of the Secret Commitee, containing many iooſe and uncer- 
tain Facts as to me, and as it ſeems, Innocent, or Ineffeftual' to 
every une "beſides. | 8 | 47-8 

I thought I had given entire Sati faction to that Aſſembly of my In- 
nocence, when I found it was the Pleaſure of the Houſe that I ſhould 
withdraw before any Queſtion was moved, or ſtated upon Paper, as 
is uſual; it was impoſſible therefore to know my Crimes, or the 
Fatts upon which they were grounded, ſo as to be able to make 
a proper Defence there before I withdrew, tho I had been very 
well prepared to do it, as I think I was. | 


But, my Lords, as this never happen'd to any Commoner before; 


ſo, my Lords, in the Warrant by which I was committed to the 
Tower, I find no Cauſe afſign'd for my Commitment, as has always 
been practiſed in the like Caſes: 


Thus far, my Lords, I was at a Loſs even for my Crimes; but 


the next Day the Votes of the Houſe of Commons preſented me with 
a View of many extraordinary Crimes contain'd in ſeveral Reſolu- 


tions : Crimes, which my Soul abhors, and of which, my Lords, I do in 


this Place, and at this Bar, declare I am entirely Innocent. I ſaw in the 
ſame Votes an Order for a Bill to be brought in, to enquire into my Eſtate, 
&c. I perceiv'd that Bill to make a flow Progreſs for ſome Time, 
till from ſome freſh Diſpleaſure conceiv'd againſt me, it changed 
its Shape at once, and became a Bil of Puniſhment, and not of En- 
quiry, or at leaſt of Enquiry as in Caſes of Felons Convict, tho' I 
had never had any Tryal. . 


This 
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This way of dealing with an Engliſb Subjef? is unknown to the 


Laws of England; I ſay, my Lords, firſt to puniſh, and then inquire, the 
Lau abhors. s | Fl 

However, my Lords, I thought my ſelf ſure of the eleven Reſolu- 
tions contained in the Votes of the Houſe of Commons, as the Ground of 
the Charge againſt me; Reſolutions that have been ſent abroad, and 
have made me the Object of Pub/ick Odium throughout the King- 
dom. I had prepared my ſelf te anſwer to this Charge upon every 
Article. But here, my Lords, I found my ſelf again diſappointed, 
and-theſe very Articles for which I had been brauded, expelied, and 
committed to the Tower jor ſo many Months, diſappeared at once, and 
were (if Fame le not a Har) rejected by Dire of the very Perſons -- 
that moved them, as ſo many Loornortts through which an A- 
nocent Man might eſcape. 

So here, my Lords, I am at a Loſs again; the Puniſhments are en- 
acted, the moſt cruel torturing Puniſhments, before any Charge is made, 
or any Fat#s alledged, and at laſt it is ſent up to your Lordſhips - 
with a Charge of Crimes without any Facts at all to ſupport that 
Charge. Give me leave, my Lords, to ſay that this above all the 
other extraordinary Steps is molt neu and unprecedented. - An Aittain- 
der like this, without any legal Charge in it, tach d to another Bi] 
that usr pals, is a complicated Miſchief. An Attainder of it ſelf 
is uncommon and generally abhorred. - An Attainder tack'd is en- 
tirely new and unparliamentary. An Attainder without Fafts aſcer- 
tain d is not only new and dangerous, but againſt the very Principles - 
of Juſtice, and the Laws of the Land in all Cafes: <5 

For this reaſon, my Lords, I have humbly repreſented to you 
the Difficulties J lay under in reſpe& to my Defence, from the 
Uncertainty of my Charge, for want of Fats ſtated to ſupport it, 
and without which it is properly no Charge at al. | 

Your Lordſhips have thought fit to deſire, at a Conference with 
the Commons, to have this Defte& ſupply'd; and they have accor- 
dingly delivered to your Lordſhips a PAPER, a Copy whereof 
you have been pleas'd to give me, in order to my Defence, which 
I therefore take Leave to read to your Lordſhips. 


b 1 Lordfhips having deſired at a Conference, that the 
Commons would acquaint your Lordſhips with the Mat- 

* ters of Fact, upon which the Bill ( entitul'd, An Aci for raiſing 
'. Money upon the Eſtates f the Iute Sub-Governour, Deputy-Governour, 
| Directors, 
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te Directors; Caſhier, Deputy-Caſhier, aud Accompratt of the South. Sen 
© Company, and of John Aiſtabie, Efq;. and likewiſe of James Craggs ® 
1} | ce Senior, Eſq; deceas'd, towards making good the great Loſs and Damage 
| cc ſuſtain'd by the ſaid Company, and for diſabling fuch of the ſaid Per- 
| « ſons as are living to hold any Office or Place of Truſt under the Crown, 4 
© or to fit or vote in Parliament for the future: aud for other Purpoſes © 
© in the ſaid Act expreſs'd) ſo far as the ſame relates to the ſaid 
3 * John Aiſiabie, and to the ſaid James Craggs, was grounded; 
34 The Commons have commanded us to acquaint your Lord- 
p | © ſhips, that the ſaid Matters of Fact, ſo ſuggeſted. in the ſaid 
e Bill, are relative to the Matters of Fact ſuggeſted in the former 
<« Part of the Preamble of the ſaid Bill, and will be explain'd 
ce thereby; and for your Lordſhips further Satisfaction, we are 
35 % commanded by the Commons, to acquaint your Lordſhips, 
3s c that the Bill, ſo far as it relates to the ſaid John Aifabie, be- £ 
N. A ſides the Notoriety of Facts, was grounded, as well upon Proof, 
ES: as the Confeſſion of Mr. Aiftabie. 4 
26 As to the Confeſſion of Mr. Aiflabie, we are commanded by f 
the Commons, to affirm in their Names to your Lordſhips, of 
* that Mr. Aiſl/abie did in his Place confeſs, that upon the 3d 6 
and .19th Days of December, 1719. 22,000 I. South Sea Stock 
«« was bought by Mr. Robert Knight, late Caſhier of the South- 
e Sea Company, for him the ſaid Mr. Aiflabie, and Mr. Ai/tabie 
„ delivet'd in to the Commons a Paper of the Hand Writing of 
«* Mr. Knight, containing part of an Account in the Words fol- 
* lowing. | 98 
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ee We are alſo commanded to acquaint your Lordſhips, that the 
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Commons having receiv'd Information, that Mr. Francis Hawes 


(one of the late Directors of the Suti Se Company) had ne- 


gotiated very large Sums for Mr. Aiſtabie, and had had Dealings 
for a conſiderable Time paſt in Sourh-Sea Stock with the (aid 


« Mr. Aiſtabie, and that an Account thereof was kept in a Book, of 
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which Mr. Aifabie had a Duplicate; which Accounts were con- 
tinu'd in that Book *rill ſome time in November laſt ; the Com- 
mons did, on the 7th Day of March laſt, order that the ſaid Book 
ſhould be laid before them the next Morning; at the making of 
which Order Mr. Ai/labie was preſent in his Place, and did not 
object or offer any thing to the Houle that the ſame could not 
be comply'd with. But the next Day Mr. Alſlalie attending in 
his Place to make his Defence to the ſeveral Matters objected 
to him, an Obedience to that Order being required, Mr. Alſla- 
bie declar'd, that Mr. Hawes, if eall'd in, would tell the Houſe, 
that Mr. Hawes, with his own Hand, committed the ſaid Book 
to the Fire; upon which Mr. Hawes being call'd in and examin'd, 
ſaid, That the ſaid Book was, in the Beginning of November 
laſt, upon Mr. Ai/labie's preſſing Inſtances, deliver'd up by him 
to Mr. Aiſlabie; and that the ſame Book, and alſo the ſaid Du- 
plicate thereof, kept by Mr. Aiſlabie, were both then burnt to- 
gether, part by Mr. Aiſlabie, and part by himſelf, at Mr. Aiſia- 
bie's Inſtance, and that the Propoſal for burning them came from 
Mr. Aiſlabie; and Hawes further ſaid, that he had not any Du- 
plicate or Entry of what was contain'd in the ſaid Book. 

* We are further commanded to acquaint your Lordſhips, that 
upon the 20th of January 1719. the Commons reſoly'd that their 
Houſe would, upon the 22d of that Month, reſolve it ſelf into 
a Committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider of that Part of 
his Majeſty's Speech which related to the publick Debts, which 
the Houſe did accordingly ; and that afterwards, on the 27th of 
Januar), the Houſe again reſolved it ſelf into the ſaid Com- 
mittee, and the Committee did then receive Propoſals from the 
South-Sea Company for paying the publick Debts. 

* As for Proof, the ſeveral Perſons following, viz. Mr. Robert 
Surman, Mr. Francis Hawes, Mr. Matthew Weymondeſold, Thomas 
Weddall, Eſq; Sir Theodore Janſſen, Sir Lambert Blackwell, Mr. Web- 


fter, Mr. Robert Knight, Sir Jchn Fellows, Sir John Blunt, Mr. 


John Faulconbridge, Edmund Walter, Eſq; Mr. Edward Gibbon, 
Fe C * Mr. Char 
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« Mr. Charles Fije were examin'd, and did, in the Opinion of 
the Commons, make out the Allegations in the ſaid Bill relating 
* to Mr. Aiſlabie. 


* 


My Lords, upon Peruſal of this Paezs, I find only two Hic, 
mention d, which, if prov'd, are no Crimes, and have no Mlation to 


the Preamble of the Bil, For as in the Preamble there were Crimes 


alledg'd without Riis, ſo in this PA YER there are Fucis without 
Crimes : Your Lordſhips upon this extraordinary Occaſion deſir d- 
this Conference with the Commons in order to be-informid of the 
Fatts that were the Ground of their Charge. They have been 
pleas'd to refer your Lordſhips to that Part of the Preamble relating 
to the Directors, by which they ſay the Charge againſt me is to be 
explain d. I have examin'd this Part of the Preamble, and am entire- 
ly at a Loſs to find one Fat ſtated in it: The whole is general and: 
moſt uncertain, and amounts to no Charge at al; that Part of the 
Preamble relating to me is ſo far from being explain d by it, that it 
is made more perplext and unintelligible. | 

My Lords, it is a ſtrange Circumſtance: that attends my Caſe: L. 


ſtand here accus'd, and ready to make my Defence before your Lord- 


ſhips my Judges. Your Lordſhips are at a Loſs to know upon what- 
Fatts to try me, you have inquir d of the Contmons my Arcuſers, and are 
no better inform d; but on my part, My Lords, it is yet more extra- 


ordinary; the Accuſed is put under a Neceſſity to find out Fuct, to- 


ſupport the Charge of his Accuſers. Was any Proceeding like this 
ever known before? Vo, my Lords, the Bill of Attainder againſt my 
Lord Strafford was extorted. from the Legiſlature by Force aud Violence, 
and in ſome reſpect like this, under colour of appeafihg the deluded Peopie. 
Vain Imagination! This Conceſſion of your Anceſtors made way for 
all the Miſeries that follow'd. But cruel and unjuſt as it was, there 
were Fatts ſtated in that Bil to charge that noble Lord, and His 
Accuſers came IE Men to this Bar to make them good; but 
where are my Accuſers, my Lords? Where are. their Fat? And- 
where is their Evidence? Was there ever any Accuſation that pro- 
ceeded from a Secret Committee before, that was not made good at 
this Bar by thoſe who are ſuppos d to. know the Fat#s beſt, and 
who have oblig'd the Publick with their. Diſcoveries ? Why do- 
they declime-to N your Lordſbips and the Publick this Satesfabtion ? 
My Lords, I find, to ſave this Trouble, they refer you to the. Nuo- 
riety of the Facts, Strange Notoriety of Fatt, that are not yet re- 


veal d. 


T: 9 


1 
ven d, and to which there is no Evidence !. Was this Expreſſion evet 
us d before at any Conference ?- in any Alt of Parliament? or did it 
ever approach this Bar before? Pray, my Lords, what does it 
mean ? If it means common Fame or publick Clamour, Thanks to the 
Arts of my Enemies, I have had my full! Share, and felt the cruel 
Effects of it: But if Fame is to be a Guide in judicial. Proceedings, 
and in criminal. Caſes, there is no Head ſafe, We are all in the 


Power of Mhiſperers and Defamers. But has. Publick Fame ever 


been thought ſufficient to Conviction ? No, my Lords, Publick Fame 
has been ſaid to be a Ground of Enquiry, but never of Condem- 
uation. The Commons in the Caſe of the Duke of Buckingham, 1 wo. 
Car. 1 wi. did, at the Inſtance of Dr. Turner, declare that common 
Fame was a good Ground of Enquiry or Preſentment, but as this 
was complain'd of by the Crows as an Unparliamentary Proceeding, 
the Commons, in their Remonſtrance a little time after, KeceDeD from 
this Pretence, and affirm'd their Proceedings to be grounded upon 


their own Knowledge, or Proof by the Examination of Witneſſes, or other 


Evidence; and in every. Article of their Accuſation the particular 
acts are expreſs d. But this is not my Caſe, my Lords, I ſee no 
Batts charg d upon me, I hear of none; it is in vain to make a He- 


fence againſt nothing; tis fighting: with the Air. 


But fince, my Lords, the Commons have recommended ſome Wit- 
neſſes to your Lordſhips, who, they ſay;. did. in their O'e1N Ton: 
make out the Alegations in the Bill, pray. let me examit what 
the Allegations in the Bill are, and how they were made our by the 
Witneſſes, who have been examin'd before your Lordſhips. 7 

My Lords, in that Part: of: the Preamble. of the Bill, which 
Charges me, it is alledg'd that John Aiſlabie Ejq; late Chancellour and 
Under Treaſurer of the Exchequer, and one of the Commiſſioners of his 
Majeſty's Treafury,. and a Member of the Houſe of Commons, in Breach 
of, the. great Truſt in him repos d, and-with a View to his. cum exbr hi- 
raut Profit, - has cumbiu d with the ſaid Director's. , the South- Ha- Com- 


pany in their pernicious: Practices, and has been guilty of nmſt dangerous 
aud infamous Corruption, to the Detriment of great Numbers of his Ma- 
Jeſty's Subjects, and manifeſt Prejudice of. the publick Credit, and of the 


Trade of this Kingdom. 1 10 ase 45 5 IM 
My. Lords, in conſidering this Charge, I am at a laſs to find in 
what Capacity-I am accus'd of Breach of Truſt. The Title of Chan- 


celour of the Exchequer ſtands there, I tuppole, Ornamenti gratia 3 tis 
an Oftze of great Honour and Digdity, but has no telatton to this 
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Amir, or to the Execution of the Su- S Scheme ; nor is that Of- 


ficer ſo much as mention'd in any Act of Parliament ſince the firſt 


Conſtitution of the Company; it is a diſtinct Office from the Treaſury, 
and in ſome Inſtances without much Influence, tho” join'd in Commiſſion 
with that Board. | | 

1 muſt then ſtand accus'd as one of the Commiſſioners of the Trea- 
ſary, or as a Member of Parliament, or both. n 

I flatter myſelf, my Lords, that I have acquitted myſelf in theſe 
two Capacities with the ſame Integrity and good Faith as the reſt 


of my Brethren ; nor can I underſtand how I could commit any one 


Act in Breach of my Truſt, as one of the Commiſſioners of the Trea- 


ſury, without the Participation of at leaſt Two of the ſame. 


Board. | 


I have perus'd the Acts of Parliament relating to the Execution 
of the South. &a Scheme, and deſire they may be read, that it may 
be ſeen how far the Treaſury were concern d, or were intruſted with 
any Part of the Execution of the Scheme, that we may know where- 


in this Truſt conſiſted, and ſo have Recourſe to ſuch Facts as may 
charge me and others with a Breach of it My Lords, I know of no- 
thing, that concerns the Treaſury, in thoſe” Acts, but what relates 
to the making forth and iſſuing the Exchequer Bills to be lent to the 


Company, beſides the Conſtitution of Commiſſzoners relating to the ta- 


king in of the rev Debts, which Commiſſion your Lordſhips 
have affirmd: 


be the Senſe of the Houſe of Commons, that the Company might lend 
out the Exchequer Bills upon their Stock, having been admitted to 
hear the Debates of the Houſe upon that Occaſion, and that tliey 
„ / WT TIOIAVEL. 


My Lords, there is not one Word more in all thoſe Acts of par- 


Lament that implies any further Tut, nor is there any Power given 


or reſerv'd to the Commiſſioners of the Treaſury to direct or controul- 


the Directors, but what has been literally purſu'd by the Treaſary. 


Where then is this Breach of Truſt in me, as one of the Commiſſio- 


ners of the Treaſury ? Is there any Truft repos'd in me in any Ca- 


pacity that makes me reſponſible to the South-Sea Company? If not, 


how comes the Chancellbur of the Exchequer, and one ſingle Commiſ- 


ſioner of the Treaſury to be confiſcated for the Uſe of ſome of his 
15 


Fellow Subjects for Breach of Truſt ? 


And as to thoſe Bills, my Lords, no Man has ac- 
cuſed me, not Sit John Blunt himſelf ; he tells you upon his Exa- 
mination here, as he told the other Houſe before, that he took it to 
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If then this Breach of Truſt is no where to be found, let us ex- 
amin next, wherein I have combined with the late Directors in their 
pernicious Prattices.,” By the Reference the Commons. 'maks to the 
Matters of Fut, . ſuggeſted in the former Part of the Preamble of 
the Bill relating to the Directors, one might expect to find theſe 
Praftices ſet. forth there, in order to make out the Charge of 
which they ſtand accuſed. 
My Lords, I have looked into this Part of the Preamble relating 
to them, and find it is only faid, that they, the Directors, under 
| Colour "of the late Act, have carried on many notorious, fraudulent, and 
” dndivelÞ Practices, contrary to the Intention of the ſaid late Act, not only 
7 to the immenſe Loſs of the Company, to ſeven Millions and npwards, but 
the great Detriment of the Publick, r. But the Particulars of theſe 
Practices are no where ſpecified ; I have heard indeed they once 
ſtood Part of this Bil, but were afterwards left out as ſo many 
Tucumbrances upon it; and, if I may be allow'd to take Notice of 
what the Commons upon Deliberation have ſuppreſt, I would acquaint 
your Lordſhips, chat that Part of the Preamble of the Bill, which 
4 relates to the pernicious Prattices of the late Directors, ac tending to 
the immenſe Loſs of the Company, to ſeven Millions and upwards, war 
 <comprisd in theſe Words, viz. | 5 | 
 _ That the Directors have been guilty of ſeveral Corruptions; 
it ** Breaches'of Truſt, Frauds, and Abuſes, by contriving the fic- 
1 © titious Stock of 574,500 J. Stock, and entring it in their Books, 
< to be ſold for 1,2 13,57 JI. PIO 


That they alſo lent upon Stock, or pretended Stock, contrary 
* to the Reſolutions of the Court of Directors, ſeveral Sums a- 
mounting to 943,63r L over and above the 500,000 7. to which 
the Loans were reſtrain'd; and more, 406,903 J. over and above 
* © the' Sims limited to be lent 3 and more, ſeveral Sums beyond 
hat they were limited, which Exceſſes amount in the whole 
= * t0 3,746,469,  _.. bd See Vai | 
That they alſo lent upon Subſeription Receipts 2,219,089 L 
without Authority from the Company, which Loans or preten- 
1 ded Loans, upon the Stocks and Subſcriptions; amount in the 
*- whole to 5,965,556 1. hs 2 0 e + 1 


* 
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them, in all, or any of thoſe Practices. 
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| J. ; 
Fictitious Stock, 1321,75 


Total on Stock and Subſcriptions, 5,965,556 


Tat 79,131 


Here, my Lords, you have a plain Account of all the Directors 
pernicious Prattices : let it now be enquired, what Evidence has been 
given to your Lordſhips, to make out my having combin'd with 

As to the firſt Article, in Relation to their contriving the fictitious Stock 
of 574,5001. and entring it in their Books, to be ſold for 1,213,575 l. 
there is not one Word ſaid by any of the Directors, that 1 was 


privy to it, or that they ever heard, or ſuſpected, or that there was 


even ſo much as a H/hiſper amongſt them, that I had, or was to 
have any Part of it; and the Secret Committee themſelves, after 
having in the moſt extraordinarp, as well as the molt ſolemn Man- 


» 


ner, examin'd them all to this Fact, were pleaſed to lay, tnere was 
no ſuch Charge againſt me. | 5 <5 

As this was the Fund for all the Corruption, and the Source of all 
our M:yfortunes, I think my ſelf. extreamly happy, let my Fate be 
That it will, that I ſtand clear and acquitted, in the Judgment of 
my worft Enemies, of this Criminal and curſed Tranſaction : And as 
this was a Work of Darkneſs, that has not yet been perfectly brought 
to Light, and as it was in.its Nature ſuch, as carried the greateſt 
Secrecy and Security with it; and as I am the Perſon ſuppoſed 
to have been the Author of the Scheme, and the Director of the Di- 
rectors, and one who commanded every thing, is it poſlible to 
imagine that I ſhould negle& to take my Share of this mighty Har- 
veſt, and truſt to the Secrecy of an Infamous Broker, and the Ha- 
zard of an open Market? 1 a 
But notwithſtanding the Secret Committee, who ſpared no Pains 
in their Inquiries relating to me, have not thought fit to charge me 
upon this Head, but have entirely acquitted me, I find ſome No- 
tice is taken of what Mr. Surman has ſaid concerning the green 
Book, wherein he ſaw my Name to an Account that was balan- 
ced: Whatever Notice your Lordſhips are pleaſed to take of that 
Information, the Gentlemen of the Secret Committee knew * 
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1 than to inſiſt upon it in their Charge, ſince that Account is ſaid 


to be after the Bill was paſt, and to be balanced ; and conſequent- 
ly I muſt * it to produce, unleſs by ſome extraordinary Acci- 
dent or Artifice I ſhould have loſt it. But as Mr. Surman has 
prov'd that Knight kept my Caſh long before the &heme took Place, 
and was indebted to me for a great Sum in November 1719, ſo, 
my Lords, I declare I am not concern'd how thoſe Accounts are 
expoſed, if they can poſſibly be brought to Light; and as I have 
this Account, mentioned by Mr. Surman, to produce, if your Lord- 
ſhips require it, ſo I wiſh from the Bottom of my Hul, that the 
Green Book, fo famous in Story, may be produced, (as perhaps 
it may ) before it be buried in Oblivion. 

The Directors, and others examin'd to the reſt of the Articles, 
making up the ſeven Millions and upwards, do all declare, that I 
was not privy, or in any manner a Party to their Tranſactiont, or 
in the leaſt contributed to the Loſs ſuſtain'd by the Company in 
any Article of that Account : As theſe Proceedings were the chief, 
if not the only Cauſes of the Misfortunes of the Company and the 
Publick, J am ſtill extreamly at a loſs to know what the pernicious 
Practices were that can make me an Accomplice or Confederate with 
the Directors. 

The ſelling of their own Stock, and buying it for the Company, could 
not in its Nature be communicated to me, and has been denied 
by them all. b | 

The declaring the great Dividends at 30 per Cent. for Chriſtmas, 
and not leſs than 50 per Cent. for not leſs than 12 Tears after, was a 
Tranſaction when I was in the North, and they all declare I knew 
nothing of it. | 

The Additions to the firſt and ſecond Subſcriptions, and the Deficiencies 
of the third and fourth Subſcriptions, are atteſted to be done without 
my Priwty or Advice. | 

And as to the taking in any of the Subſcriptions at what Price ſoe- 


ver, Sir Theodore Janſſen, and others, have told your Lordſhips they 


were done at the Inſtance of Sir John Blunt, folely, by Starts and Sur- 
prize, and agreed to the ſame Day, without ſending to, or adviſing 
with Mr. A:ſlabie, or any body elſe. To | 
Here, My Lords, you have all the Fa&s and pernicious Practi- 
ces with which the Directors are charg'd, either by the Reſolutious 
of the Lords or Commons; and here is not one Witneſs that has 
been examin'd before your Lordſhips, that hath not entirely ac- 
285 . %%% Tru ¹¹AAAA 


it has done to anſuer them. 


* — * 
22 111 —— 


muntted me of any Combination with them in theſe or any other df 
their permtibus Practicet. Theſe are the Contents of this general 
"Charge of the Commons againſt me, as far as I can collect them, and 
vhich have requit d more Pains to diſcover and put together, than 
I thall' now proceed, my Lords, to examin the only two . Facts 
which the Commons have thought fit to lay before your Lordſhips, 
and delivered at the Conference, 8 
The „ert of theſe is ſaid to be grounded upon my own Confeſſion 
in my Place in the Houſe of Commons, viz. That on the 3d and 19th of 
December 1719. 22,000 l. South Sea Stock was bought by My: Robert 
Knight, late Caſbier of the South Sea Company, for me; and, that I 
deliver d in to the Commons a Paper of the Hand- writing of Mr. Knight, 
containing part of an Account, in the Words following : 8 


5 3 i 3 
Dec. 3. 1719. To S. S Stock bought, 10,000- = 123. 12,300 
19. dit. Bought more = - - 12,000 1262. 15,180 
To © per C. pd S. Krode - 22,00 - = - 27: 10 


To; part 217 J. 10 5s. loſt, as above - - 108: 15 
24. To Caſh paid bac 183: 1 


-- *- - - ” 4 * 


i =” J. 271800 == 
Dec. to. Receiv'd in Bank- Note- 12,3000 
19. RNeceiv'd more in full - - - 15, 


—vyv— — 


29,800 i 


My Lords, I have the greateſt Honour and Regard for the Houſe 
of Commons imaginable, and ſhall always pay the greateſt Deferencc 
to every thing that proceeds from them: Even their Cenſure and 
my HMisfortunes I bear with Patience and Submiſſion to their Autho- 
rity; and as I am ſenſible theit Diſplegſure was drawn upon me by 
-untucky Thcidents, and want of Opportunity of underſtanding the 
Truth of my.Caſe, . ſo I doubt not but they will be pleas'd, that 1 
have this Opportunity of * defending my lunocence, and clearing it 
from the. Miſtakes and general Prejudice under which I have been un- 
© happily oppreſſed : Nor can their Honour be concern d, or that of the 
Dectet Committee, if 1 am acquitted by your Lordſhips 85 the 
N | rimes 


4 rie 9 
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1 
Crimes laid to my Ciatge, if they appear to your Lordſhips to be 
ul. groumdemi ; 1 ſhall therefore take the Libetty to ſay, I am ex- 
tteàamly ſurprix d to find the Commons make uſe of the rd Confeſ- 
fron upon this Occaſion. Confeſſion, My Lords, implies Guilt, and 
is the Declaration of ſome Fact ſuppos'd to be criminal: But this 
is not my Caſe, nor, with Submiſſion, is it the Fact; this Paper, 
my Lords, this Account prov'd by Mr. Suman, and allow'd by the 
Houſe of Commons to be an Account of Sock bought and paid for 
with my own Money in the Beginning of December 1719, was produc'd. 
by me in the Houſe of Commons in my own Juſtification, to prove a 
valuable Confideration in Mr. Knight's Hands, and Security given for. 
20,000 4. SS. Stock bought the beginning of March following, and 
paid for by Mr. Knight. This, with other Efects of mine of great 
Value, were prov'd to be in his Hands at that time, more than 
ſufficient to anſwer the Value of the ſaid 20,000 1. Stock bought, 
by my Order, by Mr. F/ymona ſold: Whereof, if any Doubt re- 
main, 1 am ready to produce the molt Authentic Vouchers. | 
This Paper, produced as Evidence by me againſt a Charge of Cor- 
ruption, is now, by an wnaccountable Turu, made an Article of. Cor- 
ruption it ſelf, or at leaſt tending to ſupport the Charge in the Pre- 
amble in ſome Manner. I cannot very well gueſs what the Com- 
mous would infer from this Account, or what it tends to; I ſuppoſe 
it is meant to ſhew that it was done with a View to the Scheme 
which afterwards taal Place, and to my own exorbitant Gain, 
fince they are pleaſed afterwards to ſubjoin this Qbſervation : That 
upon the 20th of January 1729, the Commons reſokved that their Huuſe 
womld upon the 2:24 of that Month reſolve it felf imo a Committee of the 
whole Fouje to conſider of that Part of his Majeſty's Sprech which related 
to the Publick Debts, which:the Houſe did.accordingly ; and that after- 
wards, on the 27th of January, the Houſe again reſalued it ſelf into the 


faid Committee, and the Gommittee did then recerve Propoſals from. the 


South-Sea-Company for paying: the public Debts. 
One would think that from this Obſervatiun, which the. Commons + 
themſelves have made, there needs no other Proof to ſhew that the 
Stock: aug ht in the beginning of December 1719 could not be bought 
with @ View to tur Scheme, that was not accepted t ili uo Mouths after; 
and if it had been ſo, it would have been no more than every 
Chancellor of the Exc hguer hath done at all times before me; nay, 1 
may venture to afhrm, it hath been looked upon as incumbent up- 
on the. Chancellor the Knchequer, and all the other Officers of the 
| K. 2 00/10 eee 
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Revenue, to encourage, by their Examples, all publici Undertakingt of 
this Kind; and it muſt not be forgot that at the firſt Eſtabliſhment 
of this very Company, the then Chancelbor of the Exchequer, and ſeve- 
ral great Officers of. State, did condeſcend to be Directors of this Company, 
which was never thought a Crime, whether it was done with a 
View to their own Iutereſt or not. z 61 S160 vm; ; 
But, my Lords, I will ſhew that this Sock was not bought with 
any ſuch View; and if it were, that it does not make good any one 
Part of the Charge in the Bill; for as it was bought with my own 
Money, it could not be a Breach of Truſt in any Manner, nor could 
it be a Dangerous and Infamous Corruption, nor could it be in Con- 
federacy with the Directors in their pernicious Practices, which. are de- 
ſeribed to have been committed by them under the Colour of the 
late Act, and therefore ſubſequent to it ; nor was it bought with a 
View to my own Exerbitant Profit, ſince it was not only tuo Months 
before the Commons accepted the Propoſals. of the Su, d Com- 
pany, but even before the Scheme was ſo much as communicated to 
me, and, as I have prov'd to your Lordſhips, was ſold out. again that 
very Morning the South-Sea-Company were reſolved to outbid the Bank, 
and carry their Point at all Hazards. | AM 
My Lords, I have prov'd to your Lordſhips that at the ſame 
time that I bought this Stock in the South - Sea Company, I bought 
very near the like Value in the Banł, and continued it there after 
I had ſold out of the S- , which does not look like Partiality 
to the South - Sen Scheme... I have ſhewn your Lordſhips, that imme- 
diately after the South & Propoſals were accepted, I bought into 
the Eaſi-India Company, and not into the Suth-Sa Company, 
which is ſome Proof that I had zo great Faith in their Scheme, or 
built upon it with a Fiewto my own Profit But to make it more 
evident that this Scheme was not founded by me in that Iniquity 
as is ſuppos'd, and that I had not thoſe Views that are laid to my 
Charge, I have ſhewn your Lordſhips that I was not the original 
Author or Promoter. of this Scheme: I HAVE rrov'd By SR JoHN 
BLuNt THAT HE FIRST PRESENTED- THIS SCHEME TO MY. LORD STAN= 
HOPE- SOON AFTER- His Majeſty's Return from Hanover in 1719. 
THrar Mr Lorp Stanmore. ſome time after communicated this 
Scheme to me, and deſir d me to tall with Sir John Blunt about it; 
and that accordingly about the latter end of December 1719, J deſir'd 
M). Clayton to meet Sir John Blunt and Mr. Knight at my own 
Houſe to confer about it, which was the rinsr riu that I talk'd 
with Sir John upon that SusJecr. 50 


al "aye eg a =p , , , * 
n N R 1 3 $a än * 8 1 . unn „ ** 1 e 
5 ww n . iy ** 1 þ , - a 2 by 2 "SA. I 8 * 8 de r 8 8 . 1 N x SE 
* — # * yr 1 * 1 ma” of \ N - — 
F ** 2 Fe * a c D 8 —— . 2 — 4 - 7 N 
e oY * * . * » 5 a J F 


L 15 J 

So that, my Lords, it is moſt evident that the Sock bought in the 
beginning of December cou'd not be bought with a View of Gain from 
this Scheme, as is ſuggeſted by the Commons in their Paper, ſince the very 
Scheme it ſelf was not communicated to we till the latter end of De- 
cember ; and taking all the other Circumſtances along with it that 
have been explaind to your Lordſhips, I am ſatisfied you mult 
think that the Commons could not have done me a greater Service, 
than by ſtating this Fact as the chief Matter of their Accuſation, 
which hath given me this Opportunity of cleariug up ſome Miſtakes, 
aud laying open ſome Facts that were not known or unde. ſtood before. 

Thus having clear d up this Matter to your Lordſhips, I ſhatl 
proceed to anſwer the next and laſt Article laid to my Charge, as 
it was deliver d by the Commons to your Lordſhips, in which they 
give your Lordſhips an Account of a Trauſaction in their Houſe rela- 
ting to the cancelling ſome Accounts between Mr. Hawes and me. I do 
not find that the Commons made this a Charge againſt me in any 
of their Reſolutiont that Night they committed me to the Tower ; but as 
this Story had the greateſt Effect to inflame and raiſe a Prejudice a- 
gainſt me in their Houſe ; ſo I doubt not but that it is laid before 

our Lordſhips in this ſolemn Manner, with an Expectation that it 
ſhould have the ſame Efect in this Houſe. 

My Lords, 1 know very well that many of my Judges in the other 
Houſe, who entirely acquitted me of every part of the Charge brought 
againſt me, could not get over this ſlight, this ridiculous Incident, I 
muſt own, my Lords, my Conduct upon that Occaſion was not fo 
calm and circumſpe& as my Circumſtances requir'd ; but it might 
have warm'd a Man of a much more even Temper than myſelf, to 
ſee a moſt innocent Action repreſented in ſuch a ſuſpicious Light by the 
Secret Committee, as to appear in ſome meaſure criminal : And 
beſides this, my Lords, the Order mention'd at the Conference to have 
been made for me to produce theſe Accounts, was introduc'd in 
ſuch a manner as might ſurprize and ſhock the moſt wary Man alive ; 
to be attack'd, as I was, entering the Houſe, and before I was got to 
my Place; in a moſt unparliamentary Methad ; and by an unprecedented 
Motion, by one, who, of all Men living, had the leaſt Right to make 
that Demand, and who could furniſh, if he pleas u, from his own 
Books of Accompts, more Matter of Euquiry than all other Accomp- 
tanta put together. I ſhould not have mention'd this, but that I 
ſee that Tranſaction taken notice of in the Paper deliver d to your 
Lordſhips at the Conference. ee eee em — 5 | 
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The Uſe that hath been made of this Sy has been to inflame 
and ftir up the Minds of Men to believe that there were the grea- 
teſt Secrets, the moſt criminal Matters contain'd in theſe Books, and that 
they were cancel d or burnt in order to deftroy Evidence. I own, my 
Lords, when this Matter was preſt upon me in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, I treated it with Neglect and Indifterence, as knowing my 
own Ianccence, and not dreaming of the criminal and falſe Conſtr ne- 
tion that was afterwards put upon it: But ſince it has been ſo uni- 
verſally underſtood to my Prejudice, give me leave, my Lords, in 
this Place, to return my Thanks again to my Accuſers, that They have 
given me an Opportunity, before the ſupream Court of Judicature of 
this Kingdom, to clear up this Matter, and to ſhew to the World, 
thar there is nothing in this Story, either criminal or ſuſpicious. 

I thank my Accuſers, my Lords, for giving me this Qpportunity 
of ſhewing the World that there is a vatt Difference between an Ex- 
aminatien taken before your Lordſhips, and an Examination taken 
before the Secret Committee; for it may very probably happen that 
they may be miſtaken in what relates to me, ſince every Part 
their RepNt hath been either rejected or dropt by the Houſe of Com- 


7 wont, which related to any o THER MAN LIVINS O. 


I perceive your Lordſhips took this Matter firſt into your Conſi- 
deration, as obſerving the Commons to lay the greateſt Streſs upon it. 
You have examin'd Mr. Hawes in the ffricteſt manner, in relation to- 
the Nature of theſe Accompts, and the Manner of cancel/ing them. 

He has told your Lordfhips, that There was nothing criminal 
contain d in thoſe Accounts; That there was nothing in them relating 
4 to me as Chancellcur of the Exchequer, nor to him as a Director of the 
* South-Sea Company, or as a Receiver of the Cuſtoms, That there 
4 was nothing in them that could be conſtrud a Breach of Truſt, nothing 
& that could be calld a Combination with the South-Sea Directors, or 
4 bad any relation to them, nothing that could be call d Corruption, or 
« any, thing like it. He ſays he bought ſome Stock for me in December 


1719. but that it was ſold aguin in three or four Days after for very 
«4 ſmall Profit : Anil Ia, he ſays, this Stock was bought and paid for 


« with my own Adoney, and not with rhe public Money, or the Compa- 
, Money 


* the Parliament met; That 1 had long forice pa my publick Accounts, 
M. in April 1720. That, thoſe Accounts were paſs'd at my preſſing 
«*. Inftances.in-half the time that any of my Predeceſſors had paſs'd rs 


As to the Manner of cancelling, them, he ſays, Ir 
«« was done in October Ja, befare the King's Return, and long before 
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% That IT had afterwards daily ſolicited him to have theſe private Ac- 
& compts made up and deliver d, but that his Affairs would not permit 


© him to do it till October laſt; That I had preſs'd him to deliver up 


e theſe Accompts, not only long before the Stock fell, but before it roſe 3 
c That theſe Accompts were cancell'd, after Thad given him a Diſcharge, 


by mutual Conſent ;, and that he believes it was not done with a Deſign 


& to conceal them from this Enquiry. - 


My Lords, this is the Evidence of Mr. Hawes ; and I do not 
wonder that your Lordſhips were under ſome Surprixe, that a 
Matter repreſented in ſo different a Light, and with which my Enemies 
have made ſo much Noiſe and Clamour, ſhould, at laſt, come out 
as a fair and indifferent Action, in which neither the Publick, nor a- 
ny private Perſou was concern d; and to have been done without a 
Defign of- concealing or covering any Fraud whatſoever. | 

There is ſomething, my Lords, I mult obſerve to you upon 
this Occalion, that makes me wonder how this Tranſaction came 
to be ſo much inſiſted on, unleſs it was to inflame, more than to 
convince ; and that is, my Lords (as I humbly conceive) that in 
caſe theſe Books had been in being, and there had been any thing 
criminal in them, or that might any way affect me to my Preju- 
dice, your Lordſhips wou'd not, as you are a Court of Juſtice, o- 
blige me to produce them againſt my ſelf ; this is a fundamental Max- 
im in Law, and has never been broke thro' in the moſt violent aud 
arbitrary Times. And the Houſe of Lords, in their Enquiries in 1640, 
were ſo tender of this great Principle of Law and Juſtice, that 
they made it a ſpecial Inſtruction to their Committees, that the 
Judges they had order'd to be examin'd, $HouvLD Nor Bk examin'D 
UPON ANY THING TO ACCUSE THEMSELVES. And the Commons, du- 
ring all the Exormities of thoſe Times, never broke thro' this Rule, 
"ill they came to decide all Things zr THE Sworn : And there- 
fore, my Lords, if theſe Accounts could not judicially be deman- 
ded of me, in caſe they were in being, and contain d any thing 
criminal in them; there can certainly be no Crime in my havin 
diſpoſed of them as I thought fit, eſpecially if it be 9 
that they were n own private Books, no ways relating to me as a 
publick Accountaut, containing nothing in them Criminal; or affec- 
ting the Intereſt of any other Perſon. Ny, 

I know, my Lords, very well, that in the Caſe of a Deed de- 
ſtroy d, if a Witneſs proves that FRET was in that Deed any Clauſe 
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to the Advantage of a third Perfon, or to the Prejudice of him 
that deſtroy'd it, ſuch Clauſe ſhall be conſtrued in the ſtrongeſt 
Manner againſt the Perſon that deſtroy'd the Deed. 

But this, my Lord, is not my Caſe ; here is no Evidence produc'd 
to prove any thing criminal in theſe Accounts, but on the contrary ; 


So that in Law and Equity they wou'd be taken as Accounts, ſub/ſting in my 


Fawour, tho unadviſedly cancell d. Mr. Hauess Teſtimony, relating to 
the Accounts in theſe Books, affords your Lordſhips another Inſtance, 
that may ſatisfy your Lordſhips that I had no View to the. Sourh-Sea 
Scheme.in my-Tranſactions contain'd in thoſe Books; ſince it appears 
by his Evidence concerning the Stock mention'd in them, that I 
parted with it before the Scheme took place. Bur let that be as it 
will, can any Man call it a criminal Circumſtance to commit the 
Papers, after they were cancell'd, to the Fire? No, my Lords, Ir 
WAS A LEGAL AND AN INNOCENT ACTION. 


Thus, my Lords, I have gone through every Part cf the Charge 


againſt me, either as it has been ſtated by the Commons, or-tallen 
under: the Examination of your Eordſhips ; and 1 hope there is no- 
thing omitted in my Defence, that is neceſſary to prove my Inno- 
cence to the Satisfaction of all that hear me; but if the leaſt Doubt 
remain with your Lordſhips, in relation to any one Fact charg'd 
upon me, I beg I may have the Opportunity, before Igo from 
this Bax, of clearing it up, which I do not doubt to do by the 
plaineſt Proofs in the World. | 

If therefore the Charge of the Commons in the Preamble of this 
Bill cannot be ſupported in any Part of it, by any one Fact what- 
ſoever, can your Lordſhips ever be induc'd. to conſent to ſuch Parts 


of the Bill as ſabje& me to an arbitrary Juriſdicticn, and cruel and 


neu- invented. Puniſhments My Lords, the Laws are our Bir T#- 
KIGHT, and the Guide and Meaſure of all our Actions; bur where 
is the Lau that I have broken? or, indeed, where is the Crime, or 
the Fact that is ſuppos'd to be a Crime, and which is to be puniſh'd 
by a Law made ex prſt facto? a Law, my Lords, that diſpenſes with 
the very Forms of Ju dicature, and. ſets up a Tribunal unheard of be- 
fore in any free Country! | £1" 7.23 

I believe, my Lords; this Bill is very little-underſtocd-by moſt 
of the Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons; and perhaps your 
Lordſhips may think the Penalties - of this Bill leſs ſevere, at leaſt 


in reſpect to me, than they are; but your Lordſhips will give me 
leave to explain that Matter to you in fuch a manner; that. you 
; may 
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may better judge whether I have committed any Offence equal to 
ſuch ſevere and ignominious Puniſnments. * 

My Lords, as the Bill now ſtands, all my Perſonal Eſtate, and 
great Part of my Real Eſtate, which belong'd to me on the 1/t of 
June 1720, or at any time ſince, is veſted in the Truſtees to be 
fold and apply'd to the Uſes of this Act; fo that I am ſtript at 
once of every Shilling but what is ſettled upon my Family, and 
wherein I am but Tenant for Life. After this, my Lords, I am o- 
blig'd to give 100,000 . Security by Recognizance, with two other 
Perſons, to be bound for me in 25,000 J. apiece, that I ſhall not de- 
part the Kingdom before a certain Time. This was nit the Caſe of 


the Directors, but it is mine, that after my Eſtate is taken from me, 


I am obligd to give Security to the Value of ten times more than I 


am worth. Is there a Friend in the World that can believe I am - 


guilty of the leaſt thing laid to-my Charge,. that will be Security 
for me in this Situation? Or have I any Counter Security to give, 


but the little Stock of Credit and Reputation that this Bill cannot 


tale away? But ſome Gentlemen think, and my Enemies boaſt, that 
they have been very bountiful ro me, and they have made me eaſy- 


1 Ifthat be the Caſe, my Lords, what occaſion is there to ſuſpect I 


ſhou'd fly from my Country, my Friends, and my Eſtate? But if 
my Caſe be otherwiſe, if I am worſe uſed than any of the Direc- 


tors, if I am more branded and expos'd.than any other Perſon in 


this Bill, who wili not be apt to judge from what has paſs'd, that 


the ſame Spirit that has brought me to this may be carried to 


greater Extremity? Am I not by this Bill put into the Power of 
every Villain, of this very B2oker here, whoſe Evidence is his 
Merit? Am I not oblig'd-to live in the Dread, and at the Mercy 


of every Informer like him? Qthers may think, N and the Directors 
perhaps may think Life under theſe Circumſtances: to be tolerable; 


own Innocence lecures to me. | | 
There are ſome Clauſes in the. Bill that oblige me to give in In- 
ventories of my Real and Perſonal Eſtate from ſuch Times, and-in 


but to me, my Lords, there can be no Comtort in it, but what my 


ſuch a Manner as is impoſſible to be comply'd with, having never 
kept my Accounts in ſuch a Method, as thoſe that are bred up to + 
Trade and Figures are uſed. todo; and I believe very few Gen- 


tlemen in the Kingdom wou'd in their own Caſes think this prac- 
ticable. But if my Accounts had been regularly kept; «as I have 


no Clerks or Book-keepers.to ſwear to them, ſo-I do not know of | 


what 


+» ++ 
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what uſe it couꝰd be to produce them to theſe Truſtees, in caſe 
they are minded to diſpute them; for tho they are entitl d only to 
the Iucrementum of my Eſtate ſince the 1/# of October 1718, yet as 
they are to be veſted with the whole of my Perſonal and great part 
of my Real Eſtate ; and as I am to deliver up all my Writings, Pa- 
pers and Accounts to them, it is impoſſible to make out any Claim 
before them in any Manner whatſoever. And pray, my Lords, 
obſerve the Difficulties or Abſurdities of this Caſe : Here is a Court 
erected of nine Perſons with abſolute and unlimited Powers; ſome 
of theſe Gentlemen perhaps have been Accuſers, but all of them are 
to be Judges and Parties; my Eſtate and my Title is to be put into 

their Hands, and then I am to claim what can never be made out 
but by the very Writings in their Poſſeſſion. Was ever ſuch a Ju- 
riſdiction eſtabliſh'd upon Earth before, where Laws were in Ufe 2 
No, my Lords, the Original Cauſe of all Laws, and of Civil Go- 
vernment, was to prevent Men's judging for themſelves, and to o- 
blige them to ſubmit all diſputable Matters to indifferent Parties: 
This is in a particular Manner the Baſis of all our Laws, and it is 
the only Pillar by which Juſtice and Equity can be ſupported. 

But, my Lords, there is another Circumſtance which in the Si- 
tuation of my Affairs makes any Claira impracticable; that is, my 
Lords, the Onus probundi lies in a great Meaſure upon me, which in 
regard to my Perſonal Eſtate is impoſſible, unleſs my Judges are 
willing to be guided by the Circumſtances of my Affairs, and my 
own Teſtimony. ' 

For Inſtance, my Lords, it appears to your Lordſhips that there 
was an Account between Mr. Hawes and me for ſeven Years paſt, 
wherein moſt of my Effects were contain'd, and he ſays about 
30,000 l. Huth- Sa Stock was bought before the Scheme took place 
with my own Money ; Ir appears by the Paper delivered at the 
Conference, that I bought by Mr. Knight, two Months before the 
Suth- Sen Propoſals took Place, 22,000 4. South-Sea Stock, and had 
ſeveral other Effects in his Hands; and Mr. Surman has prov d that 
Mr. XKnight told him that he ow'd me a great Sum of Money long 
before this, having kept my Cafh for two or three Years before, 
none of which can be ſuppoſed to be the Increaſe of my Eſtate ſince 
October 1718. How is it poſſible, my Lords, I can prove one Word 
of it ? As to Mr. Knight, it is not expected I ſhou'd produce him; 

and as for Mr. Hue, be ſays thoſe Accounts are cancell'd, and he 
has made no other Entry of them. How is it poſſible then to prove 
3% | any 2 
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any thing, eſpecially to the Satisfaction of my Judges, who are alſo 
Parties? for it muſt be to their Satisfaction, and not otherwiſe, the 
Bill ſays, that my Proofs muſt be made. If they are not pleas'd 
to be ſatisfied, then, indeed, I may appeal to another Court erected 
for this purpoſe, viz. to the Judges in Weſtminſter-Hall, who will 
expect legal Evidence to maintain an Appeal, which, in my Caſe, 
my Lords, I have ſhewn is not to be done. | 

cannot but take Notice of one Puniſhment more, that ſeems 
to be oddly ſuited to that Part of my Accuſation, relating to the 
canceling of my Accounts with Mr. Hawes : The Commons, for want of 
having that Matter clear'd up, as it has been before your Lord- 
ſhips, have thought that Tranſaction a great Offence; and the 
Puniſhment of that Offence is, that I ſhalt make up thoſe very Ac- 
counts which my Accuſers ſay are deſtroy'd, and which are no 
more in being: Indeed I muſt own they have been ſo kind as to 
exempt me from all Danger on this Head for the future, by diſa- 
bling me from ha ving any more Accompts to make up. 

Since I have ſpoke of diſabling, my Lords, I beg leave to take 
notice of a Clauſe, that contains a new and moſt dangerous Puniſn- 
ment, that was lately added to this Bill ; that is, my Lords, the - 
Clauſe for incapacitating the late Sub-Governour, &c. from fitting or vo- 
ting in either Houſe of Parliament, or from holding apy Office or Place 
Truſt under his Majeſty, his Heirs or Succeſſors. », > F 
- My Lords, I muſt preſume to ſay, from ſome little Incidents that 
have happen'd, this Clauſe was not the Puniſhment of a South-Sea - 
Sin, ard theſe unfortunate Men were only thrown in to make the 
Draught go down the better. But how conſiſtent this Puniſhment - 
may be with good Policy and a free Government, I ſubmit to your 
Lordſhips Conſideration. 7 2 7 

Here are no leſs than 36 Fellow - Subjects cut off at one Stroke from 


the Commonwealth, and ſtript of the Birth-rights and Privileges -of . 


Engliſhmen ; I mention it to your Lordſhips as you are the Guar- 
dians of thoſe Rights and Privileges, that you may oppoſe an Attempt, 
in its firſt Inſtance, that ſeems to threaten our Conſtetution, and ſhake... 
even Macna CHARTA itſelf. No Man, ſince we were a Nation, 
has been ſo bold, as to think of creating ſo dangerous a Precedent, 
which, if it had been eſtabliſh'd ſooner, had before this Day excee- 
dingly thin d the Ranks of our ableſt Patriots. 2 
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ut, 1 Logs, if this Bill mut pets in an ee 

am hot concerned as to the Eſects W I ay, if | 

Bill paſs-{ as they ſay it muſt) my Ambition is at an end; * | 

for me to lein the World again; hut an ilpatur'd Mau wou d 

be pleas d, at bis going off the Sage, to leave thisL.z0acr to thoſe | 

that come after him. „ 
Precedents, my Lords, will advance and this Precedene-witl a4 

ſleep." The Violence of the Times, and the Rage of Parties is too 

great to dre 4 Precedent ſo wethd,as this will be. 

- , I fþall trouble your Lordfhips vo more thaw to ſay, that if A nut 

de fried to appeaſe the Finy of the miſ- guided Multitude, I 

in heartily wiſk it may have that Effect, which will be ſome: Alleviæ 

' . rign.to,my Misfortunes. But in vain have the Guilty appear'd a- ' 

! Rae me I In yain have they ſtirx d up the Nation for one Man's 


uine ; my Fal will aa or ſeeuxe no Man; if I am innocent, there 
| is no dune can make me gyilty. Let the Storm rage never ſo high 
f at preſent, Emmen wil _ calm by * a1 Te 16 Sen. 
Tt and will prevail. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
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| Shortly will be publil, 


Mr. AISL 4 BITEs Second STz n.G Hit the: Houſe of 
- LORDS, on Thurſday che 2000 of J 1721. 
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2 FT R YAL S fer. High Treaſow, and other Crimes, With Procees 
| ings ls of . 4pajnder- and Impeachinents, With a Preface givingt an 
Account of the Natzre and {]{efu/neſs | of the Work; and an Aiphabeticgl 
Table of the reſpective Perſons try'd, and the Points of Law debated and 
adgudg'd. ALSO, The Dy1nc Sxzzcnxs, and Bxndvrovs of 
8 eral State Priſoners that have been executed the laſt 300 Years. 
With their ſeveral'Charafers, from Cambden, Sotſivood, Clarendon, 'Sprat, 
Burnet, &c, Anda TABLE ſhewing how the" reſpeCtive S:2rences were 
Executed, and which of *em were CIS on d. In 7 Vols. 8%0. 
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